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Phillip (Philip) Solomon, Market Place
Phillip Solomon’s household was living in a stone or brick building alongside the Market
Place. There are seven people in the household:


five adults (aged 21- 45) including four men and one women with one male child aged 714 and one female aged between 14 and 21.



four of the adults, two men and two women, were married; the other male was single.



four of the seven people were Jewish and of the other three adults, two were Catholic,
one Church of England.



three males and one woman arrived free, one man and one woman were ex-convicts
and one man held a Ticket of Leave. It is impossible to know what applies to Phillip but
given that he served on a jury (see below) it seems likely that Phillip arrived free.



two are listed as working as ‘Shopkeepers and Other Retail Dealers’, two as domestic
servants and the remaining three are in the ‘Other’ category.

NSW Publicans’ licence records tell us that in June 1841 (and 1842) a Phillip Solomon was
the licensee of the Queen Victoria, Berrima Inn.1 But it would seem from the advertisement
reproduced below and placed in The Australian of
28 January 1841 that Phillip was already
operating the inn in March 1841. This would
certainly explain the mix of people listed above.
Solomon refers to himself as the Proprietor in the
advertisement and though the list of jurors for
1841 give his qualification for the position as £300
in freehold property, he did not own the Victoria Inn; it was the property of Joseph Levy (34).
(His role as juryman confirms he was not an ex-convict.)
VICTORIA INN, BERRIMA. P SOLOMON in announcing to the Public that he has
become the Proprietor of the Victoria Inn, Berrima, begs to ensure them of his
determination to conduct the Establishment on such principles as will not only secure
to him a continuation of the patronage hitherto so liberally bestowed upon it, but
encourages him to hope for an increase of the same. In entering upon his charge, he
has added to the Stock of the late Proprietor, the best selection of Wines and Spirits,
Ale and Porter (in Wood and Bottle) that the colony can produce, and which ho begs
to submit to the public, wholesale and retail, at reasonable prices.
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Seven additional Rooms have been added to the Inn, all of which are well furnished.
Extensive stables are also attached to the house, with Grooms and excellent Forage
at all times, and the domestic arrangements have been made on the plan of the most
approved English hotels, so far us the nature of the establishment will admit.
In conclusion He hopes to solicit the Continued patronage of the old friends of the
Victoria Inn, and most respectfully invites both them and the public in general to make
trial of the comfort and accommodation it affords.
But by November of 1842 Phillip Solomon has left Berrima and advertises that all persons
should pay any money they owe him to Noel Chapman (Chief of Police). He warns that
anyone who hasn’t settled by the end of the year will be sued.
Solomon appears in the press again in the Sydney Morning Herald of March 1843:
MR. PHILLIP SOLOMON, LATE OF THE VICTORIA INN BERRIMA. REMOVAL.
THE SETTLERS and country people generally, are most respectfully informed that Mr,
Phillip Solomon has removed from the above Inn, to the ELEPHANT and CASTLE
TAVERN, corner of King and Pitt streets, Sydney, where he hopes by continuing the
same accommodation as usual, to ensure the support of his old customers, and also
a share of the patronage of the public of Sydney; to whom it may be necessary to add,
that all Liqueurs kept on his premises are genuine and of the first quality and the
greatest attention will be paid to the comforts of those who may favour him with their
custom.
This move is confirmed by the NSW Register of Publicans Licences with Solomon the
licensee of the Elephant and Castle in 1843 and 1844.
Later in 1844 Solomon became insolvent and appears before the Courts charged with trying
to leave the country before the insolvency was finally declared to evade debts.2 The
newspaper report states that at the time he owed Cooper, Holt & Co almost £1000 and that
when debts to other people were added the total was around £2000. When the Sherriff’s
representative, acting for the insolvency court, went aboard the Thomas Lowry bound for
London they found Solomon had placed £300 to £400 worth of property together with bills of
exchange and money on board ready for their embarkation.
There was an appeal to the Supreme Court in January 1845 over a point of law and
Solomon may have got away with incurring only a short prison stay and the loss of his
estate.3
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After this it becomes impossible to trace Berrima’s Phillip Solomon in the public record: there
are too many individuals of the same name. The chronicler of Australian’s Jewry, J S Levi,
does offer a summary of the rest of their lives based on family sources writing that Phillip,
Jane and their children went to California in 1848, returned to Australia in 1851 and then
moved to Maryborough in Victoria to open a store. Phillip died in 1857, aged 43 and Jane in
1899.4
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